


 
WELCOME to The Columbia River Basin: 2014 Conference 
Learning From Our Past to Shape Our Future 
 

 
 

 
4th Transboundary Conference 

 
October 21 – 23, 2014 

 
DoubleTree by Hilton  Spokane, Washington 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This conference will provide a forum for participants to reflect on and learn from the past, develop a common 
understanding of our present, and discuss the future of the transboundary Columbia River Basin. Together we 
will identify opportunities and solutions for the future of our transboundary basin. 
 
Goals: 

• Provide a transboundary forum for the Columbia Basin community to share information and build 
understanding of current issues and emerging risks with respect to these key themes:  

 Ecosystem Function; 
 Salmon Restoration & Fish Passage; 
 Climate Change; 
 Energy; and 
 Transboundary River Governance, including the Columbia River Treaty. 

• Identify & explore approaches, tools, and opportunities to address transboundary themes; and 
• Create a document that captures the range of values and interests within the Basin and identifies 

emerging opportunities and actions to be further developed at future transboundary forums. 
 
Conference organizers also worked to: 

• Ensure all basin perspectives, values, and issues are adequately represented and engaged 
throughout the conference;  

• Feature regional arts & culture; and to  
• Meaningfully engage students and young professionals. 

Chatham House Rules: To encourage openness and the sharing of information the conference will 
operate under the Chatham House Rule: 

"When a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, participants are free to use 
the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other 
participant, may be revealed." In other words, every person is participating on their own behalf and does 
not represent any organization or institution in any official capacity.  
Learn more at: http://www.chathamhouse.org/about/chatham-house-rule 
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Thank you to our 2014 Conference Sponsors! 
 

 
Delta: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confluence: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tributary: 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2014  
  

 
When What are we doing? Where  

10:00 am Registration Opens FOYER 

11:30 am  
 

Welcome & Introductions 
Conference Co-Chairs: 
Frank L. Cassidy Jr., “Larry”, Former Chair, Northwest Power and Conservation 
Council 
Garry Merkel, Former Chair, Columbia Basin Trust 

SALON 
I - V  

Invocation 
Matt Wynne: Spokane Tribe 

SALON 
I - V 

12:00 pm  
 

Lunch: Share a meal of First Foods. SALON 
I - V 

1:00 pm  
 
 

Conference Overview: What you need to know about the conference goals, 
objectives, values, what we want to achieve and how we are going to spend our time 
over the next two days. 

SALON 
I - V 

1:15 pm 
 
 

Let’s Talk About Our Shared Basin: This session will introduce the complex nature of 
issues in the Basin, given the tensions of human needs and natural processes. 

Jennifer Anders, Vice Chair, Northwest Power and Conservation Council  

SALON 
I - V 

1:30 pm 
 

State of the Columbia River Basin: This afternoon is dedicated to information sharing 
and group discussions on the current state of key transboundary issues. Each topic will 
have a 5-minute introduction and 20 minutes of presentations followed by 20 minutes of 
facilitated discussion. 

SALON 
I - V 

1:35 pm  Ecosystem Function: A broad view of species and habitat management plans in the 
transboundary Columbia River Basin, including emerging risks, differences, and 
similarities. Panel members will share their perspectives with the goal of informing a 
discussion of how existing plans could be coordinated. 

Chair: 
Andy Dunau, Lake Roosevelt Forum  
Panel members:  
Bill Green, Canadian Columbia River Intertribal Fish Commission 
Bob Naiman, Independent Scientific Advisory Board 
John Krebs, BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations 

SALON 
I - V 

2:15 pm   
 

Salmon Restoration & Fish Passage: An overview of the work being done to facilitate 
salmon restoration and the steps required – both in terms of habitat and passage - to 
return salmon to their historic areas. Panel Members will share an update on the 
important work in which they are involved, with the goal of informing a discussion on 
the future of salmon restoration and fish passage in the Columbia Basin. 

Chair: 
 Paul Lumley, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission  
Panel Members: 
Will Warnock, Canadian Columbia River Intertribal Fish Commission  
Howie Wright, Okanagan Nation Alliance  
Randall Friedlander, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation 

SALON 
I - V 

3:00 pm Break 
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 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2014 

When What are we doing? Where  

3:30 pm    Our Energy Future: A look at the picture of current energy demands, as well as 
strategies (carbon emission reduction goals, efficiency upgrades, renewable energy 
portfolios, new build outs, interconnectivity) for meeting projected needs in the 
Columbia Basin. Panel members will share their perspectives with the goal of informing 
a discussion on our energy future. 

Chair:  
Robert Cromwell, Seattle City Light 
Panel Members: 
Doug Little, BC Hydro   
Tom Karier, Northwest Power and Conservation Council 

SALON 
I - V 

4:15 pm          Climate Change: A sketch of climate change and how it will affect the future of our 
basin. Panel members will share current information on hydrology, ecosystem, 
transboundary river management (flood control and hydropower production), and some 
of the policies in place to mitigate climate change with the goal of integrating climate 
change throughout our breakout sessions on the second day. 

Chair:  
Bill Bradbury, Northwest Power and Conservation Council  
Panel Members:  
Trevor Murdock, Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium  
Brian Menounos, University of Northern British Columbia  
Lara Whitely Binder, University of Washington Climate Impacts Group  

SALON 
I - V 

5:00 pm 
 

Transboundary River Governance: An interactive introduction to what governance is 
and why is it important. What are the formal and informal mechanisms by which 
governance occurs in the Columbia Basin (i.e. how are decisions relevant to water 
issues made and implemented)? Where are the gaps and how can they be filled? 
Panel members will speak to the degree to which water governance in the basin occurs 
at multiple spatial scales, includes many different people – including tribes and First 
Nations – and is adaptive to changing needs, interests, and information. The dialogue 
catalyzed during this session will continue during one or more break-out sessions. 

Co-chairs:  
Richard Kyle Paisley, University of British Columbia  
Matthew McKinney, University of Montana 
Panel Members:  
Glen Hearns, University of British Columbia 
Dov Weinman, University of Montana 
Gerald Lewis, Yakama Nation Tribal Council 

SALON 
I - V 

5:45 pm        
 

Today’s Big Picture: Graphic facilitator, Tim Corey will walk us through today’s 
storyboard, help us visualize emerging ideas, and make connections and remind us to 
go to the Columbia Basin Think Wall. 
 
Housekeeping announcements. 

SALON 
I - V 
 

6:00 pm Break  

6:30 pm    
 

Open Reception / Cash Bar / Dinner 
 
Art Exhibits, Poster Session, Columbia Basin Think Wall 
 
 

 

SALON 
I – V, 
FOYER 
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 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2014 

When What are we doing? Where  

7:30 pm  
 

2014 marks the 50th Anniversary of Columbia River Treaty! Hear reflections on our 
shared history: 

John Hyde, formerly with Bonneville Power Administration 
Gordon MacNabb, former Canadian chair CRT Permanent Engineering Board 
(via video) 
Tim Newton, Canadian member CRT Permanent Engineering Board 

 

SALON 
I – V  

8:00 pm Break  

8:15 pm   
 

Film Feature Night 
Treaty Talks: Paddling up the Columbia River for Salmon and People 
 
Ice Flows and Sound Retreats  
 

SALON 
I – V 

9:30 pm Adjourn  

 
 On a three month expedition, the crew of 
Voyages of Rediscovery, paddled dugout 
canoes 1243 miles upriver from the Sea to 
the Source of the Columbia River.  The five 
canoes, carved and paddled by native and 
non-native youth, symbolically represented 
Columbia River salmon.  The journey 
honored those salmon who can no longer 
reach their ancestral spawning grounds of 
the Upper Columbia River.  With looming 
changes in the Columbia River Treaty, we 
explore the possibility of fish passage and 
vitality of a functioning ecosystem. This 
documentary highlights the positive efforts 
of Columbia River citizens who are working 
to restore historic salmon runs above the 
Grand Coulee Dam. 

 
 
 
 Multi media artist Jan Kabtoff will talk about her interest and 
research in the Canadian Rockies on glaciers and climate 
change. Research that has informed and inspired the 
making of her video Glacier Voices now part of the 
transboundary exhibition. She will also share footage and 
still from a video in progress that she is producing on the 
Athabasca Icefield, in Banff National Park. Kabatoff tells us 
that glaciers act as water savings accounts and as 
regulators, storing water during cool, wet climate and 
releasing it during warm, dry climate conditions. Shrinking 
and vanishing glaciers in Western Canada pose a serious 
threat to the ecology of the eastern and western slopes of 
the Rocky Mountains they act as canary’s in a coal mine 
urging us to pay attention.  
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2014  
 

 
When What are we doing? Where 

7:15 am          
to  
8:15 am 

Young Professionals – Networking Breakfast: Complimentary breakfast for students 
and young professionals under 35 (not the young at heart). 

SUITES 
A - D 

8:30 am           
 

Welcome  
Conference Co-Chairs: Larry Cassidy and Garry Merkel 

Arts & Culture Awakening 
Students, School of Salish  

Overview of Today’s Agenda 
Conference Facilitator: Garry Merkel 

 

SALON 
I - V 
 

9:00 am           
 

Columbia River Treaty (CRT) Update:  
Representatives from the U.S. Sovereign Review Team and British Columbia Provincial 
Review Team will provide a brief update on the future of the Columbia River Treaty 
(CRT). 

Canada — Kathy Eichenberger, BC Ministry of Energy and Mines 
United States — Rick Pendergrass, Bonneville Power Administration  
 

Federal representatives from the U.S. and Canada will provide a brief update from their 
respective departments on the future of the CRT. 
 
            United States —Joseph Salazar, US Consulate Vancouver 
           Canada — Diana Tan, Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada 

SALON 
I - V 
 

9:45 am           
 

Future of the Columbia River Treaty Dialogue Panel - Areas of Convergence & 
Divergence: Two knowledgeable panel members – one from Canada, and one from 
U.S. – will be given 5 minutes to answer 3 key questions and present their perspective 
on a specific topic focus. 

1. What are the areas of convergence? 
2. What are the areas of divergence? 
3. What suggestions do you have on how we can move forward and what lessons 
learned would you like to share for the future? 

Co-Chairs:  
Canada — Richard Paisley, University of British Columbia 
U.S. — Aaron Wolf, Oregon State University  

SALON 
I - V 
 

CRT Dialogue Panel Group 1 
Elder Statesmen: a representative from each side of the border that has been historically engaged 
in the CRT. 

U.S. — John Hyde, former Bonneville Power Administration 
Canada — Tim Newton, Canadian member CRT Permanent Engineering Board 

Focus: Original interpretation of the CRT on a wide range of issues. 

10:00 am  Break 
 
 

Final October 16, 2014                                                                                                  6 
 



 
 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2014 

When What are we doing? Where  

10:30 am          Future of the Columbia River Treaty Dialogue Panel: Continues 
 

SALON 
I - V 

CRT Dialogue Panel Group 2 
Tribes and First Nations: a representative from each side of the border with a depth of 
understanding of the current transboundary water management values. 

Canadian First Nations — Chief Kukpi7 Christian, Splatsin Nation 
U.S. Tribe — Matt Wynne, Spokane Tribe 

Focus: Ecosystem Management and continued collaboration on transboundary governance 
through the CRT. 
CRT Dialogue Panel Group 3 
Hydroelectric Utilities: individuals with hands on experience and knowledge on a wide range of 
operational issues including flood risk management and downstream power benefits. 

U.S. — Robert Cromwell, Seattle City Light 
Canada — Chris Trumpy, BC Ministry of Energy & Mines 

Focus: Future Flood Control, Downstream Power Benefits. 
CRT Dialogue Panel Group 4 
Academics: individuals with depth of knowledge on the technical aspects of the CRT. 

Canada — Glen Hearns, IAR University of British Columbia 
U.S. — Barb Cosens, University of Idaho 

Focus: Governance issues focused on the CRT. 

CRT Dialogue Panel Group 5 
Students / Young Professionals: up and coming individuals with a good understanding of the 
current CRT framework and transboundary water management. 

U.S. — Adam Wicks-Arshack, Voyages of Rediscovery 
Canada — Cody Sharpe, University of Saskatchewan 

Focus: Ecosystem Management and continued collaboration on transboundary governance 
through the CRT. 
 

12:00 Lunch 
 
Keynote Speaker 

Honourable Bill Bennett, Minister of Energy and Mines for the Province of 
British Columbia 

SALON 
I - V 

2:00 pm 
to 3:30 
pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakout Sessions Round 1: Concurrent breakout sessions will allow participants to focus on 
issues with respect to a specific topic. Breakout topics are: Columbia River Volume and Flow, 
Ecosystem Function, Energy, and an Open Theme session dedicated to additional topics 
nominated on the Columbia Basin Think Wall. 
 
The session chairs will collate questions posed on the Columbia Basin Think Wall. Chairs will ask 
the resource people to provide issue overviews based on those questions and facilitate an open 
discussion among resource people and the participants. 
 
(See next page for list of breakout sessions and locations.) 

Final October 16, 2014                                                                                                  7 
 



 
 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2014 

When What are we doing? Where  

2:00 pm 
to 3:30 
pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Columbia River Volume and Flow: A facilitated dialogue on flood management, water 
supply and appropriation and other volume and flow issues identified by you! 

Chair:  
Gloria Flora, Sustainable Obtainable Solutions 
Jay Johnson, Okanagan Nation Alliance 
Resource People:  
Keith Kutchins, Upper Columbia United Tribes 
Brian Marotz, Montana Fish, Wildlife, & Parks 
Lara Whitely Binder, University of Washington Climate Impacts Group  
Tim Newton, Canadian member CRT Permanent Engineering Board 
Pete Dickerson, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Grant Pfeifer, Washington Department of Ecology 

SALON 
I-III 

Ecosystem Function: A facilitated dialogue on topics identified by you! Topics may 
include: fisheries, water quality, invasive species, and terrestrial ecosystem health. 

Co-Chairs: 
Andy Dunau, Lake Roosevelt Forum  
Bill Green, Canadian Columbia River Intertribal Fisheries Commission  
Resource People:  
Gerry Nellestijn, Salmo Watershed Streamkeepers Society  
Robert Naiman, University of Washington  
Randall Friedlander, Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation  
Bruce Suzumoto, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  
Tony Grover, Northwest Power and Conservation Council  
John Krebs, Ministry of Forests, Lands &Natural Resource Operations  
Sue Ireland, Kootenai Tribe of Idaho  
Scott Bettin, Bonneville Power Administration 
Bill Tweit, Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife 

SALON 
V 

Energy: A facilitated dialogue about energy plans and issues as presented on day one 
and other issues identified by you! 

Co-Chairs: 
Tom Karier, Northwest Power and Conservation Council  
Doug Little, BC Hydro  
Resource People:  
Chris Trumpy, BC Ministry of Energy and Mines  
Dan Egolf, Fortis BC  
Robert Cromwell, Seattle City Light 
Frank Wszelaki, Columbia Power Corporation   
Rick Pendergrass, Bonneville Power Administration   
Sara Patton, NW Energy Coalition  
Bill Dearing, Grant County Public Utility District 

SALON 
IV 

Open Theme: An issue overview and facilitated discussion about transboundary topics 
suggested by participants on day one, that don’t fall into the other concurrent sessions. 
Individuals must be able to lead a discussion around the issues that they suggest. 

Chairs: 
TBD 
Resource People: 
You the participants! 

SUITES 
A – D  

3:30 pm Break 
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 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2014 

When What are we doing? Where  

4:00 pm 
to 5:45  

Breakout Sessions Round 2: see above for descriptions, Chairs and resource people.   

4:00 pm 
to 5:45  

Columbia River Volume & Flow 
 

SALON 
I- III 

Ecosystem Function SALON 
V  

Energy SALON 
IV 

Open Theme SUITES 
A -D 

5:45 Break  

6:15 pm   
 

Cash Bar opens /Art Exhibits, Poster Session, Columbia Basin Think Wall SALON 
I – V, 
FOYER 

6:30 pm Dinner – (preview of artist performance) 
 

SALON 
I - V 

7:30 pm  Keynote Speaker 
Jack Nisbet, author and historian 

SALON 
I - V 

8:00 pm Break  

8:15 pm  Performance / Music Evening  
Ananta, a cappella group of 3 talented women from Nelson. 

SALON 
I – V 

9:00 pm Adjourn  
 
Jack Nisbet   Spokane-based teacher and naturalist Jack Nisbet is the author of several books that explore the human 

and natural history of the Columbia River drainage, including Purple Flat Top, Singing Grass Burning 
Sage, and Visible Bones. He has pursued the impact of fur agent David Thompson and Scottish 
naturalist David Douglas in books, museum exhibits, and documentary films. The stories in Nisbet’s 
next project, Ancient Places, involve the interaction of Northwest people with deep geologic time. It 
will appear in spring 2015. For more information, visit www.jacknisbet.com 
 
Running Beside the River 

Jack will provide an interesting presentation that focuses on 
early maps and art created alongside the free-flowing 
Columbia. Particular attention will be paid to where the 
artists stood, what they left out, and how their work might 
help visualize a viable future for the river.  

 
 
 
 
Ananta (Sanskirt for infinite or without limit) 

 
Consists of the musical talent of three singers, Alison Girvan, 
Noemi Kiss and Kathleen Neudorf. They maintain individual 
performance and musical practices as well as performing 
together. 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2014 

 
When What are we doing? Where 
8:30 am 
 

Welcome  
Conference Co-Chairs: Larry Cassidy and Garry Merkel 
 

Arts & Culture Inspiration 
Toma Villa, artist from the mid-Columbia will talk about the river and fishing 
heritage of his tribe. 
 

Overview of Today’s Agenda 
Conference Facilitator: Garry Merkel  
 

Story Update: Graphic facilitator, Tim Corey, will walk us through the conference 
storyboard to help us visualize and synthesize what we have heard over the past two 
days. 
 

SALON 
I - V 

9:00 am  Pieces of the Puzzle: Breakout Session chairs will provide a summary and 
participants will have an opportunity to ask questions.  

SALON 
I - V 

10:00 am  
 

Reflections: Hear reflections and perspectives on the proceedings and the future from 
conference participants.  

SALON 
I - V 

10:30 am Break  

11:00 am  
 

From Conversation to Action: What can you do? 
Conference Facilitator Garry Merkel and Graphic Facilitator Tim Corey will help us link 
conference themes and facilitate dialogue on common interests to bring stated 
positions closer together and begin to identify opportunities for collaborative 
transboundary action. 
 

SALON 
I - V 

11:45 am  
 

Closing Comments 
Conference Co-Chairs: Larry Cassidy and Garry Merkel  
 

SALON 
I - V 

12:00 pm 
 

Closing Ceremony  
 

SALON 
I - V 

12:15 pm Adjourn   
 
 

 
 
 
Tim Corey will 
skillfully listen and 

artfully 
give 
meaning 
to the 
conference discussions as he illustrates our ideas, words and images. His graphic facilitation 
work will provide a powerful tool to generate immediate, meaningful feedback and transform 
our conference’s process. 
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CELEBRATING ARTS & CULTURE 
We have created opportunities throughout the conference to explore the Columbia River 
through Arts & Culture, hoping to deepen our understanding of the past and affirm our 
connection to the river and region. We invite you to browse through the exhibits and 
artwork, and enjoy the live performances and film features 

Exhibits: 
Two exhibits are debuting at the conference, sponsored by Columbia Basin Trust in partnership with 
Touchstones Nelson Museum of Art & History. Thank you to curators Eileen Delehanty Pearkes and Deborah 
Thompson for bringing these to Spokane! 

Pieces of a Whole: the puzzling legacy of the Columbia River Treaty in the upper  
Columbia's basin. This hydro-engineer's dream landscape north of the international boundary was also a 

rich natural habitat for migrating trout 
and salmon, waterfowl and 
songbirds, and an area of local food 
production.  Learn about the key 
events surrounding the design of the 
treaty's water storage, and the impact 
dam construction has had on the 
ecology and culture of this 
mountainous, water-rich region.  

Thirst! Thinking with our Senses This exhibition brings together six visual artists and three performing 
artists from the Columbia basin in what is a non-traditional venue, the foyer of a conference center. Each artist 
was selected for their commitment to the health of their environment and their art as a form of activism. Each 
artist is engaged in their practice in such as way as to desire effecting change. However personal the 
inspiration for each piece may be it also transcends the personal and speaks to the collective. The brilliance of 
including art in such a setting is that art has the ability to reach beyond rational modes of communication, 
speaking through symbols and the sense world of materials to access a form of wisdom beyond words. In this 
way, the art and artist’s displaying their work at the conference offer a balance to 
the existing discussion at large. It is our hope that we are thirsty for this kind of 
balance.  

Toma Villa is a multi-disciplinary artist with an art practice extending from 
painting and graffiti art to carving and metal smithing.  Villa was born in 
Oklahoma and raised in Portland, where he is a registered member of Yakama 
Nation. He is currently a student at Portland State University and is working 
towards a BFA in Art Practices. Villa finds inspiration for his art practice from 
his ancestry and fishing experiences along the lower Columbia River. He feels 
that his connection to his culture and heritage has transformed his sense of identity. He feels that you 
can never dream too big and what may seem impossible is always possible if you make a plan your 
life you will succeed. 
Toma will also provide us with some inspiration on Thursday morning when he will talk about the river 
and his fishing heritage. 

Kootenay Lake fishing.  Courtesy of 
Touchstones Nelson 
 

Arrow Lakes Valley, circa 1950.  Courtesy of 
Arrow Lakes Historical Society  



 

Thirst! Thinking with our Senses.. 

Betty Fahlman is a visual artist focusing primarily on a painting practice. She lives in the Arrow 
Lakes Valley of Southern British Columbia where she 
has been immersed in the richness of landscape through 
farming. Her work is reflective of her connection to place 
and departs compassion for the land. Her series 
“Imprisonment for Removal” departs from her grief at the 
loss of landscape from the disruptive actions of hydro 
projects on the Columbia River.  She graduated from the 
Emily Carr Institute of Art and Design where she 
received a Bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts in 1999.  She 
was involved in starting the Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild 

Gallery in Nakusp.  Her work is exhibited in widely in the BC interior. 

 

Jan Kabatoff is a visual artist whose work spans several mediums including encaustic painting, 
fibre work and photography.  Her work is inspired by nature and since 2005 she has focused primarily 

on the effects of climate change and its relationship to glaciers.  She has spent 
much of her life in Alberta where she received a diploma in Respiratory 
Technology at the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology, then a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts at the Alberta College of Art and Design.   She feels privileged to have 
worked in the studios of The Banff Centre over the past eleven year. She has 
currently moved back to her home province of British Columbia where she is 
continuing her studio work in the Kootenays. 

 
Mary Babcock is an installation, fiber and 
mixed media artist.  She is deeply interested in 
the intersection of art, contemplation and 
social activism.  Her work is rooted in the 

desire to bridge two prevailing paradigms for art-making: art 
as beauty and art social criticism. Her work is resonant with 
eastern philosophy; it embodies a form of social activism that 
treats the inner landscape as inherently connected to its outer 
manifestation and as a central site for peacebuilding. She has 
lectured at numerous conferences on her work linking fiber, 
performance and peace and justice studies. Her work is exhibited regionally, nationally and 
internationally. She lived in the Columbia River watershed for many years and considers it 
home. She is currently the head of the Fiber department at the University of Hawaii. She holds a 
PhD from the University of Pennsylvania and a MFA from the University of Arizona. 

 

Heather MacAskill is a “visual translator” with a background in visual artist, graphic designer and 
Surveying. She experiences the creative process as meditative one much like a dance between the 

artist and her materials. She draws her inspiration from a variety of 
subject matter often with her love and concern for the ecosystem at 
the centre. In her new series of work, The River To N°W she employs 
the integration of history with graphic form, printmaking, cartography, 
rendering and geometry into a composition of panels.  She is a 
graduate of Alberta College of Art and Design in Visual 
Communications and studied various art forms at Kootenay School of 
the Arts, in Nelson, BC. She most recently 
studied Mapping and Surveying in the 
Geomatics Engineering Technology at 
SAIT Polytechnic, Calgary. Her work is 

included in private collections across Canada and the United States. 
 

 

Vaughn Bell is an installation and environmental artist whose work 
reflects her sense of stewardship and concern for the environment. Her art 
engages the viewer in a participatory and immersive way, by creating 
micro-environments that reflect on the paradoxes and possibilities of our 
relationship to larger ecosystem. She also teaches and consults on topics 
related to public and environmental art. Her is widely exhibited both 
nationally and internationally. Bell studied at Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design and at Brown University. She was born in Syracuse, NY. She 
currently lives in Seattle, WA. 



 
 

 
Thirst! Thinking with our Senses.. 

Ananta (Sanskirt for infinite or without limit) 

 
Consists of the musical talent of three singers, Alison Girvan, Noemi Kiss and 
Kathleen Neudorf. They maintain individual performance and musical practices as 
well as performing together. 
 
We will have the pleasure of hearing Ananta Wednesday evening during and after 
dinner. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Other Performances to look forward 
to….. 

 
Folksinger  Bill Kostelec will liven up our breaks on Tuesday and 
Wednesday!  Bill  is the "blue collar Ph.D.", raised in the factory towns of 
Lockport and Joliet Illinois and moved to the Pacific Northwest in 1992.  
His music background began with his Dad Louie who played Jimmie 
Rodgers songs, train songs and sentimental ballads. Bill's musical 
interests are both in American folk music and blues and he is a prolific 
songwriter.  He has recorded 5 cd's with his wife Kathy as The Blue 
Ribbon Tea Company. 
 

 
 

 
Salish School of Spokane Elementary school students from Salish School of Spokane will perform a 

traditional 'greet-the-day' hand drum song, and will 
then present a song about the Kokanee 
Salmon.  Salish School of Spokane is a Salish 
immersion school in the City of Spokane whose 
mission is to preserve and revitalize the Salish 
languages of the Columbian  Plateau." 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Columbia River Song Video Filmed on the banks of the Columbia River in Trail, BC, we hope you are 

moved as we are by the beauty of this song. This grand-pa, grand-
daughter duo captures the spirit of a changing Columbia River.  
Song written by Bill Staines 
Performed by Gord DeRosa and his granddaughter Nevaeh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A special thank you to Joan Armstrong Machnik (JAM 
Textiles) for allowing us to use images of her silk 
creation on the cover page of this notebook. 
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